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On Nov. 24, Justice Minister Jose Mendoza Angulo told reporters poor conditions at Venezuela's
32 prisons were responsible for an average of seven violent incidents per day. He added that so far
this year, at least 200 prisoners had been killed in prison violence. However, according to a report
by Elio Gomez Grillo, an independent criminal justice researcher, over 1,000 prison inmates have
died in violent incidents during 1992. Gomez said the violent clashes are rarely investigated. He
asserted that the prison deaths have become an unofficial method for reducing overcrowding in
the system. According to Mendoza Angulo, uprisings on Oct. 30 at several prisons in the country
resulted in 12 deaths and 27 people injured. On Nov. 21, at least 14 people were killed and nine
were seriously injured in an uprising at the La Pica prison in Maturin, 400 km. east of Caracas. Most
recently, according to official sources 63 inmates were killed during riots and an escape attempt at
the Catia prison during the Nov. 27 coup attempt. Unofficial sources reported the death toll at Catia
was over 100. On Dec. 9, the Attorney General's Office called on authorities to carry out dragging
operations in the Guaire river in order to establish the veracity of reports that the bodies of 27 Catia
prison inmates not yet accounted for were thrown into the river after the riot. According to Mendoza
Angulo, the country's 32 prisons were constructed for a maximum capacity of less than 15,000
prisoners but, as of mid-November, held about 32,000. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/24/92;
Inter Press Service, 12/02/92; Spanish news service EFE, 12/09/92, 12/12/92)
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